KIDS Regio Forum 2024 Advocacy Summary prepared by Edita Bilaver

To whom:

Stakeholders including policy makers, film professionals associations, members, partners and media.

Why:

To inform stakeholders about the initiative and its main outcomes, to maintain contact and to prepare
for future joint activities and advocacy.

What:

The fourth edition of the KIDS Regio Forum 2024 took place on 27-28 June in Erfurt, Germany, under
the patronage of the European Parliament and Catherine Trautmann, President of Eurimages.

Held every five years since 2009, the KIDS Regio Forum is a lobbying initiative for high quality and
diverse European children's films, known for its innovative and creative event design. This year's
theme, "Building Bridges", brought together experienced professionals from the children's film
industry and influential figures in film and cultural policy from across Europe.

More than 60 participants from 25 countries engaged in an innovative participatory structure and
were guided through the process of designing 'policy prototypes' to ensure that the social and
cultural relevance of children's films is better recognised within the broader context of film and
cultural policy.

All participants agreed on the importance of exposing children from an early age to high quality
European film content in a guided and curated structure. The necessary resources for wider access to
children's films were identified, including funding, networking, content specifics such as film
catalogues and a European platform, market knowledge, data, research, commitment to dialogue,
sustainable strategies and cross-sectoral synergies.

The Forum reiterated the importance of presenting relevant data and research demonstrating the
impact of European children's films in terms of increasing cultural and linguistic diversity among
young Europeans, thus fostering European identity.

The research presented on children's media consumption habits across Europe, conducted by KIDS
Regio and PUBLIKUM, provided valuable insights into how children aged 7-11 perceive films, their
genre and character preferences and their viewing habits. This extensive qualitative and quantitative
research from twelve countries reveals children's definitions of film, preferred content and
interactions - all of which are relevant to filmmakers and media professionals in their process of
creating engaging content for young audiences.

The diverse mix of invited participants and their roles in children's film ensured a rich exchange of
insights and lessons learned. The participants represented a variety of organisations whose reach is
wide across Europe, ensuring that the main outcomes of the Forum will be widely shared and
implemented.

The determination to continue with the shared vision of a pan-European alliance to promote
European children's films was confirmed. Efforts to increase the visibility and support of children's



films in legislative, funding and policy-making processes are beginning within our own organisations,
regions and countries.

The bridges have been designed; it is now our responsibility to build and maintain them!

Start by contributing to the dissemination of these initial Forum outcomes to your regional network
and stay tuned for the results of our collective work. More to come.

For more information on the KIDS Regio Forum 2024 results, please visit the KIDS Regio Forum 2024
Live Editorial.
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